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our Foreign Office, as it was the beginning of the long quarrel
between Sir Edward Grey and Constantinople, which resulted
eight years later in the Turkish alliance with the Central Euro-
pean Powers in the Great War, a combination which gave Ger-
many its victory over Russia. Not a soul in England understood
its importance or cared to understand/

The dedication of The Wilderness of Zin>1 the report on their
survey by Woolley and Lawrence, is 'To Captain S. F, Newcombe,
R.E.' who showed them 'the way wherein they must walk, and the
work that they must do*.

Newcombe met them on January loth and was relieved to find
that he had not been saddled with a pair of ancient professors
and that 'his rather primitive ways of living and ideas of comfort
were not too far below their standards7. In a letter which I
cannot include Lawrence did as a matter of fact complain with
bitter humour of being restricted at one time to a diet of bread
and Turkish Delight and drew up a menu ending with a savoury:
Turkish Delight on Toast.]

68: TO A FRIEND2
Feb 6 [1914]                                   In the wilderness of Sin. An Oasis
Haven't written to you for a week or more, and feel mentally
starved. Also this address is not a thing to be idly left alone.
Really, it is a lovely little spot. On the west is a howling wilder-
ness, to the Canal: Southwards desert to Aden: Northwards to
Hebron, Eastwards to Baghdad. This is a valley between bare
hills of limestone and flint: and in it are great springs of water
coming out of the rock, and several great trees (Shittim and
acacia) long hedges of brush-wood and broom in flower: young
corn three feet high, splendid stuff ... and all the flowers one
needs. Nothing to eat at all however, except the beans on which
the Camels feed, lentils, rice, potatoes, onions, Turkish delight,
figs, raisins, eggs and marmalade, with bread. We are actually
starving, you see! Whereas we are now rolling luxurious bellies
1 The Wilderness ofZin, first published by the Palestine Exploration Fund 1915, and
reprinted by Jonathan Cape 1936.
a This friend, who prefers anonymity, was also the recipient of letters No$. 69, 75,
and 100.